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Plateout

Plateout is a term used to describe a coating Possible causes of plateout and

or buildup on the extruder screw or on the recommended solutions:

tooling. Such a buildup can decrease the

throughput of the machine or impact the flow A. Feed zone temperature is too high.

of material through the die. If the plateout is 1. If, after pulling the screw, a buildup
excessive, particles can flake off and plug the is noted in the feed zone, reduce the
screen pack. feed zone temperature 10-20°C.

B. Plateout may be the result of a coating
on the resin or a contaminant.
1. Examine the material. If a coating or
contaminant is present, determine

If plateout is suspected, check the following:

1. Has throughput of the extruder

decreased?
source.
2. Is the screen pack starting to plug C. Plateout on the foam extruder screw.
frequently? 1. If the blowing agent contains

cyanuric acid, plateout will occur.
Use a non-plateout (NP) version of
blowing agent.

2. Plateout may occur if there is
excessive wear on the screw.

The information on this document is, to our knowledge, true and accurate. However, since the particular uses and the actual
conditions of use of our products are beyond our control, establishing satisfactory performance of our products for the intended
application is the customer’s sole responsibility. All uses of Equistar products and any written or oral information, suggestions or
technical advice from Equistar are without warranty, express or implied, and are not an inducement to use any process or product in
conflict with any patent.

Equistar materials are not designed or manufactured for use in implantation in the human body or in contact with internal body fluids
or tissues. Equistar makes no representation, promise, express warranty or implied warranty concerning the suitability of these
materials for use in implantation in the human body or in contact with internal body tissues or fluids.

More detailed safety and disposal information on our products is contained in the Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS). All users of our
products are urged to retain and use the MSDS. A MSDS is automatically distributed upon purchase/order execution. You may
request an advance or replacement copy by calling our MSDS Hotline at 800.700.0946.
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